 GUIDANCE NOTES FOR BURIALS IN MONK FRYSTON CEMETERY

GENERAL POINTS
These notes have been prepared by the Board for the guidance of families contemplating a burial in this cemetery as the Board is mindful of its obligations to provide a safe environment for all who visit.
Please respect this peaceful place and allow others to grieve and reflect as they wish.
This cemetery is not an area to be used for public recreation or other inappropriate activities.
The families of those buried here do not own the individual grave plots but they are responsible for the repair and maintenance of any memorial stone or cross created or placed on that grave.
The persons entitled to be buried or have their cremated ashes interred in this cemetery will have resided in the Parishes of Monk Fryston, Hillam or Burton Salmon. The Board has total discretion regarding the management of this cemetery and for the resolution of any dispute relating to it.
PLEASE DO
1. Obtain written consent from the Clerk of the Burial Board before ordering a memorial to be erected or placed on a grave plot as there needs to be at least 12 months waiting period after the burial to allow the ground to settle so that the monument does not tilt.
2. Submit the proposed design and wording of the inscription to be placed on the memorial for prior approval.
3. The headstone must stand on a stone base or plinth to be part of the integral design. It must not project more than 102mm (4 inches) beyond the headstone in any direction except where a flower receptacle is provided and must not be higher than 1 metre (3ft 3inches). Foundations must be secure and formed below ground level.  The same applies for Ashes Internments but given the smaller plot size, the headstone and base should not exceed 50cm x 50cm and can be mounted or laid.
4. Only a qualified monumental mason should be used to carry out this work. Monuments can be of natural native stone including slate or of a hard wood such as oak.
5. Inscriptions should be dignified and contain simple information about the deceased such as full name and if appropriate, a commonly used shortened name, together with date and place of birth and date of death. Additional wording should honour the deceased, comfort the living and inform posterity.
6. The responsibility of the memorial is that of the grave owner. If a memorial becomes dangerous, the Board may take whatever action is deemed necessary to make it safe, which may mean removing it. If expenses are incurred, these may be reclaimed from the holder of the Rights to the Grave.
7. The Board must be notified before cremated remains are interred in an existing grave as this needs to be recorded. 

PLEASE DO NOT
1. Mark the grave plot with any form of kerb, railing or fence.
2. Leave flowers after they have started to wither apart from traditional Easter or Christmas wreaths or Remembrance Day poppies which should be removed within 2 months. The Board reserves the right to remove these.
3. Encroach upon or obstruct the surrounding grassed area as this may prevent cutting and maintenance.
4. Trees, shrubs and perennial flowers should not be planted on or adjacent to the grave plot or anywhere else in the cemetery. However, artificial silk flowers can be placed on the grave. If the grave is that of a small child a small toy, e.g., teddy can be placed.
5. Flat stones laid on the surface of the grave are not allowed unless mounted on a plinth.

Clerk to the Burial Committee
     Email: jbcclerk@monkfrystonparishcouncil.net

